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STEED SEES U. S. LINE
OP BEHIND HARDING

Believes Public AVill Force
Senate to llat ify QuadrupleAgreement.

CHIDES CARPERS AGAIX

Submarine Question Will
Be Settled, in London

Editor's Opinion.

SHOWS FEAR FOR CHINA

Cites Need of Stable Government:Advises Sentimentaliststo Work.

By WICKHAM STEED.
Editor of the London Times.

(Copyright. 1921, by United Xcws.)
Washington, Dec. 8..Things are

noving rapidly. Yesterday morning
tews of the attitude of Tokio was not
xpoeted before the end of the week,
but toward the end of the day PresilentHarding, in an address to the
jinual meeting of the American Red
Jross, was able to say: "I know
.vhereof I speak. We are going to
ucceed beyond our fondest hopes."
News that justified that downright

luiemenx nan arnveu eariy in ine

.fternoon. Contrary to the general
>elief that acceptance of the 5-5-3
laval ratio, with a contingent arangemontin regard to Pacific bases,
would precede Japanese sanction, of
he four-Power agreement that Is to
<up»rsede the Anglo-Japanese al*ance, it now seems possible that the
idoptlon of the agreement may be an

.ourni before the naval ratio
'Mtruitn ia finally drafted.

athesion to the navst ratio
s ,m. it « .roe m.no:' adjustments

1 in " >»!' » » In regard to the
». * mt new aural bases in the

* #n>.e*«#ry h for#
it# a KiV nss #n*i >Nn# Mean"""M« ijr be railed
in# i 'r* Sn -v upon
nwxr |.issi > tI# an acompli-tJ t ' m an official

i taiement <» pmi r am# as French
issent to it has been rwrlvrl

question to t.o to Senate.

Thourh the precise form of thin quadrupleagreement la a ctooely (fuarded
« rret. there la strong reason to believe
.hat the American Government has row
lecHed that It will require ratification
by the Senate, since, In effect. If not In
orm. it Is equivalent to a treaty. Its
ultimate validity must, therefore, depend
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upon the attitude of the United States
Senate.
Members of the Administration who

are beat utialifled to express an opinion
are understood to feel confident that the
Senate will not refuse ratification. There
may be considerable opposition in a secjtion of the press and on the part of some

die hard "ingrowing" Senators, but,
thanks to the eminent reasonableness of
the agreement, its freedom from natal or
ml! tary clauses and the pressure of publicopinion, this opposition may bo suceeist'ully faced.
The confluence expressed by the Presl|dent yesterday was undoubtedly inspirednot only by the news from Japan

but by the feeling that America. public
opinion as a whole will sustain the
efforts of the Administration

Keels Attitude of Americans.

A much larger degree of sceptical reservethan most observers of the proiceedlngs of this conference possess
would be needed to inspire serious doubt
lest the American people fail to support
the action of the Executive. Hitherto
the conterence has brought confusion
and discomfiture upon unbelievers. Attemptsin various quarters to seek out
and magnify possible subjects to discard
have provided some of the most amusingepisodes of the byplay that Is an
inevitable part of the surroundings of
any International gathering.

Without possessing or seeking to pos1
sess secret Information. I may hazard
a guess that the submarine tonnage heme
will be satisfactorily arranged. The
ratio of the French and Italian navi s

will probably bo found to be in the
neighborhood of one and two-thirds of
American and British eapltal ship
strength. Any reasonable demands
France may make will assuredly be consideredin the friendliest spirit in all
quarters, while the Italian demand for
substantial equality with France is also
likelv to be entertained. On this score.
therefore, sceptics may prepare to gnash
their teeth.
On the Chinese question In general

there will doubtless be alarms and ex|cltemcnts before the conference is over.
The sentimentalists, who would fain
sacrifice the realities of an agreement
between the principal Pacific P< ivers to
the uncompromising affirmation of nn

ideal nt present beyond the range of
practical politics, may be expected to
lift up their voices In vain expostulation.But the fundamental truths of the
situation will probably be too strong for
them. Of these truths the chief is that
before china can he redeemed, restored
and put in a position in which oh" can

protect herself against depredation, she
must he enabled to develop a Governmentcapable of speaking in her nnme.
This she cannot do without long and

patient effort on the part of those who
sincerely desire In save her from the
sorry stewards who have In recen* years
combined personal ueworthlnr*** with the
glib advocacy of extravagant notions.
Not the least satisfactory outcome of

the conference may well he an arrange,

ment among the eight Powers which
China mav to'n as a ninth, for the nromottonof condit'ons calculated to e-iv
to tbe Chinese peonle a chance of reilninetheir rightful place among the
political assets of the world.
At nres"nt China is a poipical liability

to all who w'sh h"r well, and her vociferous,sentimental friendo mVtht do wnr.«"

than help her to cultivate a sense of
reality.

CHARLES PIEZ GETS DIVORCE

Judge Siihath Indicate* lie Will

Grant Decree.
j Chicago, Pee. 8..Charles Plez, pirector-Genernlof the Emergency Fleet Cov./-«»-» rli'iMnrr tbo wfir will ho irrnntoil

n decree of divorce from Mrs. Lanm
Olivia Flora Piess, Jndffe Joseph Sabatli
indicated to-nisht at the end of the heatInsof Mr. Flez's plea, which was not
contested.
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POWERS TO RESPECT |
CHINA IN TREATIES
Continued from First Page.

East, Including or specially mentioning
China.

These all have one or more of the
following three features:

"1. A declaration that the contracting
parties .have a special interest In havingorder and a pacific state of things
guaranteed In the regions of Chira
adjacent to tne territories where the
corn-acting Powers have rights of sov|ertlgnty, protection or occupation, and
engage to support each other for assuringthe peace and security In these regions; or

"2. A declaration to support the Independenceand integrity of China and
the maintenance of the open door for
foreign commerce and to aid each other
for the defepee of the contracting
parties' special Interests in said regions;
or

"3. The recognition by one contract-
ing Power to the effect, that since pro-
pinquity creates special relations, the
other contracting Power has special In-j
tcrests in China.

"It was clear that any one of the
foregoing three features must be of
vital interest to China. The assurance
of peace and order In any part of Chi!nese territory was a matter of great
concern to China herself. The malnte;nance of the independence and terrlItorial integrity of China touches the suiprerae rights of China. As to the reeog!mtlon of propinquity as creating special
Ir.U rests in China, it was equally ob-
vloits that such recognition could not be
valid, because spi cial interests on Chi-
rose territory could not be created with-
out the consent of China, and China has
always contested t soundness of the
doctrine of propinqi 1 y."

Mr. Balfour, according to the official
communique, said the whole tenor or
the discussion on China's affairs proved
the desire to emov< as far as possible
the abnormal conditions existing in
China and to bring ri latlons with China
into that normal course of policy which
regulates the relations between civilized
States. So far as Great Britain was concerned.spheres of interest were a thing
of; the past. A better way of dealing
with the matter was to make clear what
had already oeen implicitly, if not ex'piicitly, indicated, namely, to declare
that no one wished to perpetuate either
the system or spheres of interest or

the international understandings on

which they depended.
Mr. Balfour thought it wn- 'he hope

of ail those present to place China in a

position to defend h« r interests, to protecther neutrality, and no longer to be
the prey of acquisitive Powers. He did
not think that this end was likely to
lie attained by adopting the broad principleproposed by the Chinese delegation,
but rather by deah'-g with the difficultieswhich beset China one by one.
He could not see that the position was

helped by the principle proposed by the
Chinese delegation, which went a goou
leal beyond any existipg principle of
international law. The xerm employed.
namely, "The Pacific and Far East," was
as broad ns tne racifie Itsei.*.
He could not believe that the Powers

represented at this table would accept it.
more especially as China was not in possessionof material forces to enable her'
to carry out any policy outside her own

ftontier. He asked if It had occurred to
Mr. Koo that his principal involved a

limitation of the treaty making rights of
Powers which could hardly be accepted.

All agreed that treaties had been enteredinto not only in regard to China
but also to other nations which reflected
no credit on those who had concluded
them. For this evil the great remedy
was publicity. That was the real pro
ectlon for China. The whole world
would become the Judge of her future
treaties. He would therefore ask his

hers
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Chintz friends not to press the committeeto adopt the resolution under discussion.but to deal with particular et ils, us
tlte conference was doing.

Mr. Hughes was sure that a'.i understoodthe deep concern which had
nrnmntt.il ihn iir.rnnaal of th.. CHlinese
deb nation, and that there was general
sympathy with China In her desire that
there should be no engagements of any
character interfering with the establishmentof a sound, stable and cmelcnt governornt In China but note must be taken
of nctual conditions.
The commltti had agreed In the s> condparagraph oi the Root resolution,

he s.tld, to provide the fullest and most
unembarrassed opportunity to China to
develep and maintain for herself ar, <ffi<live and stable government: that was
not only a pledge but, he believed, a recognitionof »he fundamental fact that
China alone could develop and maintain
an effective and stable government But
there most be patience ; development in
China in an age long process.
The chairman then observed that there

might be treaties affecting China not
adverse to China, but it could be said
that there would be no secret enunze-
meats. More than that could be J've,
however; there could be recorded an

expression of a desire to be helpful to
China In the preservation of the legnlmatefield of her administrative autonomyand a ri-assertion in connection
with paragraph No. 1 of the Root resolutionof the determination to do nothing
In derogation of the sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial and administrativeintegrity of China.

Therefore, ho continued, If there were
embodied in the resolution relating to
treaties principles underlying the Chineseproposal and an expression of the
intention to do nothing in derogation
of these principles and to make no
treaties or engagements in derogation
of the sovereignty and administrative integrityof China nil that China ncstrcd
would be attained without the committeebeing led Into a discussion of the
theoretical freedom of the treaty making
power. He suggested that the Chinese
delegation advanc some qualification of
their propose.! which would permit the
matter to be discussed In that sense.

Mr. Hanihara said ho only desired
to make tlie point of view of the Japanesedelegation clear. The Japanese
delegation believed that the sovereign
nations had the right of concluding an;.*
treaty or agreement between themselves.
At the same time with the growing
influence of public opinion and of Internationallaw it was daily becoming
evident that should a treaty or agreementprove prejudicial to the pence of
the world or violative of the rights of
third Powers it was bound to fall by
Itself under strong pressure of popular
condemnation if not an account of actiontaken against it by aggrieved parties,either through direct diplomatic
representation or through the instrumentalityof the L. egue of Nations, of
which China was a member. But an
engagement by the Powers under the
formula now proposed by China would
operate as a serious limitation upon
their sovereign right and in the opinion
of the Japanese delegation it was neither
necessary nor desirable."
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CHANGE VERSA" !S i
TREATY, SAMBOSAH

'
_____

y -it Rewrite Peace Pact or

Europe Cannot Be Saved,
Jle Declares.

COWERS SHOULD CONFER

'Senator, in Statement, De'nounces Siiffffestion to Cancel
Allied War Debt.

.

Special Despatch to Tub Nbw Yohk Hehai.d.
New York Ilrruld Rurfiiu, 1
Washing-ton, D. 0., Dec. K. |

Senator Borah issued a statement to-

day in whieh he says that most of the
woes of Europe, including the financial
distress, are due to the operation of the
Versailles treaty.
Ho proposed that the treaty be re-

written, and argues that unless such a

course is adopted it would bo a waste
or lime ana muucy ior me uiuicu aiaic.t

to try to save Europe, and that conditionsthere will go from bad to worse.
The Senator denounces In vigorous

language the campaign to have t*he al-
lied debt to this nation cancelled, point-
Ing out that such a course would not
aid matters much unless present policies
there are changed considerably. He Is
convinced that the policies of France
and Great Britain now In operation will
destroy Germany, and in doing so the
whole of Europe will be destroyed.
He urges that Groat Britain, Japan,

France and Germany should hold a conferencearid rewrite the treaty of Ver-
sallies, so that Europe may live. He said
In part:
"Next to disarmament, the most es-

sentlal thing for the bringing on of
peace and for the restoring of economic
sanity Is the modification of the Ver-
sailF's treaty. Unless that can be done
the United States will waste time and
money In any effort to restore conditions
to normalcy In Europe. Europe will go
on from bad to worse, as it has been
doing since the armistice, and thousands
will die and wars will continue. Everybodyseems to know this, every economistin Europe declares it and almost
every one who visits Europe and' returns
to the United States admits It.

"Just now propaganda Is particularly
directed to the proposition of cancellingthe foreign debt, but of what advantagewill It be to Europe to cancel
the foreign debt under the present policiesof Europe? If the policies of France
and Great Britain are to continue anil
Germany is to be destroyed. Balkanized
and dismembered, the mere cancellation

fcifttt $c lCll*
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>f the debt will avail nothing. It would
he like trying to start a summer garden
on the lava slopes of Vesuvius. There
is no doubt that the bankruptcy of OorntanyIs now imminent and the consequenceof It would be Impossible to desc11be or foretell.
"Some people seem of the opinion that

you can destroy Germany without destroyingKurope. But you cannot eliminatethe most powerful economic unit
of the continent without destroying the
continent.
"The first step toward order la to conformthe Versailles treaty to the economiclife which has been built up

-i u inn Ihrmnr'nniil
111. I'uftll u WV .' ' *« la v* » V ... ~-r-,

the entire continent. The next conferenceought to be a conference among
Great Britain. Japun. France and Germanyto rewrite this treaty ao that .Europecan live."

ADVISES ABANDONMENT
OF CHEMICAL WARFARE

Report by Pershing Said to
Disagree With Other Viewe.
Washington, Dec. P (Associated

Press)..Complete abandonment of all
forms of chemical warfare is understood
to have been recommended to the AmericanArms Conference delegation by its
official advisory committee.
The advisory committee report was

drawn by Gtn. Pershing and there is
some intimation that it docs not reflect
views of all other high army officials.
In general, army officers are inclined to
believe that poison gas or any other
form of chemical warfare should be
treated as any other military weapon
should be treated. ,

American army policy under President
Wilson proscribed gas warfare after the
armistice was signed. It was formally
stated that the American army would
not develop gas for offensive use, but
would confine itself to a thorough study
of chemical warfsrt in preparation for
adequate defence against any enemy who
miglit resort to its use.
The general theory ct this policy, It

has been understood, was that It was Impossibleto confine gns attack to purely
military zones of operations; that the
fumes were driven by the wind from the
battle front over great distances at times
and found civilians victims In towns far
back from the fighting line.
The army Itself can he protected with

masks and other devices, but civil populationshave and will have neither the
protective equipment, nor the necessary
trnin'n" In its "se, officers have felt.
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